[The perfused liver. A model for studying hepatic metabolism of drugs: the example of 5-fluorouracil].
Isolated perfused rat liver has been used as a model to study hepatic metabolism of 5-fluorouracil (FUra) at different doses. Results show that FUra concentrations dropped rapidly. At higher doses, however, hepatic enzymes were saturated and FUra no longer disappeared. Nevertheless, substantial doses can be administered without significant hepatic parenchyma destruction.